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Location of passenger ports with the goal of reducing logistics costs in
Mazandaran province

Sara Talebi, Mohammad Reza Akbari Jokar

ABSTRACT

Marine tourism is one of the important tourism types. The development of maritime tourism requires
the identification of suitable sites for construction of passenger ports. Policymakers need to choose the
best locations considering various constraints, including technical, financial, environmental, social, etc.
This paper presents important criteria for location of passenger ports. Then the utility of the candidate
sites has been determined using fuzzy TOPSIS model regarding the criteria. P-median model determines
suitable locations for the construction of passenger ports so that passengers reach to a port with minimum
traveled distance. The model is applied to the coastal of Mazandaran province. Based on the results,
Ramsar, Nowshahr Fereidoon'kenar and Sari’s coast have been selected. A Sensitivity analysis on utility
and number of ports provided more information to decision makers for more appropriate decisions.
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